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Research Project: “Might be going to” 



“The people in this book might be going to have lived 
a long, long time from now”
— Ursular K. Le Guin - 'Always Coming Home’

Starting points:
• Ursular K Le Guin’s ‘Always Coming Home’, a book that sets out a 

philosophy and culture of a society of people who “might be going 
to have lived a long, long time from now”. 

• The final section of ‘The Handmaid’s Tale’ called ‘historical notes’, 
which re-presents and comments on the story from the perspective 
of an historical lecture from an even more distant future than the 
main body of the book. 

• Joanna Russ’s parallel worlds, gender slippage and alternative 
narratives of history within ‘The Female Man’

• With these influences of feminist speculative fiction / science fiction 
& utopian / dystopian worlds in mind, and in the words of Le Guin, I 
want to research, and in researching, generate a kind of 
“archeology of the future”. Unlike ‘The Handmaid’s Tale, the 
proposition is a positive one.

• It will use the appropriation and manipulation of ancient, historical 
and contemporary feminist sources as starting points to create a 
past for a hoped for future; borrowing from a known past, 
referencing current hoped for societal changes and imagining a 
time that might be yet to come to create a new future.

Intentions
• To use research as a method of creation rather than discovery / 

unearthing.
• To suggest and propose fragments and left overs from this possible 

future.
• Speculations and rumours of a world yet to come. 
• An opportunity to manifest a hoped for, desired, alternative future.
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Approach:
Building upon an approach developed in previous works of creatively 
‘suspect’ research methods, which are:
• subjective 
• peripatetic
• fragmentary 
• using a feminist approach to retelling 
• using an uncertain narratives / narrators
• It will not be a vision/s so clearly outlined, as in the works of 

Atwood, Le Guin, Russ but will continue with the ambiguity, silliness 
and slipperiness of my previous work.

How i’ll use the space:
‘Research’ an archeology of a possible future by:
• Speculating what will be leftover from a hoped for future through gathering materials / 

text etc
• Using the space to collate, as a temporary archive of ‘items’ (made, found manipulated)
• Using conversations and writing to generate language around ideas of an archeology 

of the future (interacting with Kingston students if possible/appropriate on this aspect)
• Using display and arrangement to begin to suggest a world that might be going to be. 
• As this is an imagined archeology, it might borrow from modes of display but will not be 

about an ‘archeology’ aesthetic - the intention it to create a new one.

Possible outcomes: 
• publication / printed outcomes
• writing
• setting the scene for a wider project of making.

Where has this come from:
• Current reading of feminist fiction and current political / social 

climate.
• Developing a methodology through a previous work that 

used an archive as part of a residency which was: “Not a 
residency of material experimentation undertaken in the 
studios, but a residency of research, pursued undercover 
through sporadic visits and working from a distance. […] It 
used nights out, gossip and hidden archives […] it took place 
on the tube and across the city, as much as it in did ‘in 
residence’.” The plan would be to use a similar methodology 
but develop it further.
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